THE "NEPTUNE" OF ENGLAND	269
The previous day, 20th January, Henry Stanley, Earl of Derby, kissed the
Queen's hand at Greenwich, preparatory to departure on a special embassy to France
to take the Order of the Garter to the King. Six days later " the Earl with his
train passed from London to Gravesend in a tiltboat"; and taking posthorses rode
to Sittingbourne, where he rested on the way to Dover, en route for Calais.1
That same January, Queen Elizabeth lost by death a former Ambassador to
France, her Lord High Admiral, Edward Fiennes, Lord Clinton, first Earl of
Lincoln, K.G., P.C., whose reputation for vigour and valour had helped to " keep
the seas" in the crisis of the Northern Rising.3 "Singularly beloved in his life;
so accordingly bemoaned at his death," he left a large family of children (and has
descendants to this day). He had been Lord High Admiral also to Queen Mary,
and to Edward VI; and Cambridge University had saluted him as the " Neptune "
of England.3
His successor was not immediately nominated; but Mendoza in May, from
Paris, erroneously reported to King Philip that "Lord Harry Howard has been
made Lord Admiral;"4 an unlikely choice, Lord Harry never having been at sea.
The actual appointment was of his cousin, Charles, the 2nd Lord Howard of
Effingham.5
In gathering up the threads in the fabric of our country's relations with foreign
powers, we should realise that the discussion of a possible treaty between the Queen
of Scots and the Queen of England; the siege of Antwerp by the Prince of Parma;
the assassination of the Prince of Orange; the appeal of the Low Countries to Queen
Elizabeth to accept the Sovereignty of their United Provinces; the conspiracy of
Parry, and his execution; the imprisonment of the Earl of Arundel in the Tower;
and the trial and execution of Throckmorton are matters all bearing upon each
other.6 And all the while the Queen of Scots, suffering many discomforts and
1 Ib: p. 557. Mendoza reported to King Philip Lord Derby's arrival at Boulogne with " a great follow-
ing of English nobles." (Paris 7 Feb: 1584-5. Cal. III. p. 530). In the same letter Mendoza
alludes to " Ascanio Cifarini"; concerning whom the editor (Hume) added that Cifarini had been
" sent by the Duke of Parma to the Queen " (should be Prince of Parma, he did not succeed to the
Dukedom until a year later). Hume refers to Walsingham having written to Sir Edward Stafford,
8 Dec: 158j, that Cifarini was " a very bad man . . , ^ the instrument for corrupting St. Soulene
and persuading him to abstain from fighting during Strozzi's naval action ... at St. Michael's
in favour of Don Antonio, and thus causing the overthrow of Strozzi and the French force."
(Hume, epitomising from Hatfield MSS, Vol. Ill, p. 75). See E.E. Vol. IV, for Strozzi's portrait, and
the battle.
2E.E. Vol. II. pp. 31, 37, 154; and his portrait, plate 28.
3Holinshed (1586-7): ed:  1808.   Vol. IV. p. 554.
4May 4.   Cal: S.P.S. III. p. 537.
5 See his relationship to the Queen; pedigree, E.E. Vol. II. facing p. 150.
6156 March (1584(5), Mendoza from Paris had reported to King Philip that Parry was " suspected
of a design to kill the Queen, and has confessed as much." 5 April, 1585, Mendoza wrote, "They
have beheaded Dr. Parry "; but no such thing had been done; only noblemen were beheaded; hang-
ing was the mode of death for lesser persons. Mendoza refers to the alleged letter from the
Cardinal of Como as "fictitious" (Cal: S.P.S. III. p. 534-35). But see E.E. Vol. V, pp. 195-197.

